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REMARKS 

The final Office action issued on July 5, 2006, and a traversal of the rejections 
was submitted by the Applicant on August 31 , 2006. An advisory action issued on 
September 15, 2006, maintaining the rejections. 

The Examiner maintained the rejection of all of the pending claims: Claims 1, 
5-21, 23-26 and 28-46. 

Specifically, Claims 1 , 5-12, 14 20, 26 and 28 were rejected under 35 LLS.C. 
§103 (a) as being unpatentable over Hsieh (US 6,737,927; "Hsieh'), in view of 
Segawa et al. (US 6,442,818; "Segawa"), Park "A low-noise 900-MHz VCO in 0.6um 
CMOS" ("Parr), Kobayashi et al (US 5,311,402; "Kobayashi"), and Kertis et al. (US 
6,650,194; "Kertis"); and, Claims 30-34, and 36-41 were rejected under 35 U.S.C, 
§103 (a) as being unpatentable over Berquist et al. (US 6,542,044; "Berquist") in 
view of Van Amesfoort (US 5,712,596; "Van Amesfoorf) and Segawa. 

In the advisory action, the Examiner stated, at item 11, that the request for 
reconsideration does not place the application in condition for allowance because 
"[t]he definition of terminal that the applicant sets forth is more narrow than the 
broadest reasonable interpretation," [emphasis added]. As this is the aspect of the 
Applicant's traverse that was addressed in the advisory action, it must be presumed 
for the purposes of this paper, that the other grounds of rejection are moot. 
Nevertheless, the Applicant reiterates the remainder of the traverse presented in the 
paper of August 31 , 2006. 

"Claims must be read in view of the specification, of which they are a part/' 
Phillips v. AWH Corp,, 415 F.3d 1303, 1315 (Fed. Cir, 2005) (en banc) (internal 
quotations omitted). The specification is "[ujsually , , . dispositive" and "is the single 
best guide to the meaning of a disputed term." Id. In this case, however, the 
specification may not define the term "terminal" explicitly, but it may be argued that 
the specification and drawings define the terms implicitly, and would permit a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to differentiate between a connection and a terminal, 
particularly an "input terminal" and an "output terminal" as recited in Claim 1 . 

Where neither an explicit nor an implicit definition is found in the application, it 
is appropriate to look to dictionary definitions of the terms. See Phillips, 415 F.3d at 
1322 ("Dictionaries or comparable sources are often useful to assist in 
understanding the commonly understood meaning of words and have been used 

264924.1 n 



Serial No,: 10/736,924 



both by our court and the Supreme Court in claim interpretation/ 1 )* For the purposes 
of this paper, the Examiner's conclusion that the word "terminal" is not defined 
explicitly or implicitly in the specification is accepted. 

The Examiner has maintained that "the examiner must give the broadest 
reasonable meaning to the claims consistent with the specification and the examiner 
must give the plain meaning to the terms where these terms are not specifically 
defined in the specification." {Office action of July 5, 2006 at page 10, 4 th full 
paragraph). 

The "plain meaning" or "commonly understood meaning" of a word would be 
understood by a person of ordinary skill in the art to be a dictionary definition, and 
not merely an expression of the Examiner's interpretation or opinion. In the paper 
submitted August 31, 2006, an extract from the Webster's Collegiate Dictionary 10 th 
Edition was appended, and the extract is also appended to this paper for reference, 

The Examiner asserted in the final rejection (page 10 r 4 th full paragraph, 
beginning at line 4) that: 

A terminal can be any point of electrical connection. Most certainly a line 

between elements is contacted by the elements and this line is a terminal. A node is 

a terminal. 

Webster's dictionary states (in a technologically appropriate one of the 
meanings) that a terminal is: 

a device attached to the end of a wire or cable or to an electrical apparatus 

for convenience in making connections, [emphasis added] 

A "point" is not a "device", and since the terminal is defined by the dictionary 
as being attached to a "wire or cable", it cannot be the wire, cable, or line itself. 
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The Examiner may consider the actual comparison of the definition used in 
the rejection and the dictionary definition to be merely a matter of opinion, but the 
lack of substantiation for the Examiner's proposed definition is a clear error , and the 
rejection should be withdrawn. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Gustavo Siller, Jr/ 
Registration No. 32,305 
Attorney for Applicant 



BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. BOX 10395 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 
{312)321-4200 
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1212 tequila sunrise # teniately 



tequila sunrise n (1965) t * cocktail consisting of tequila, orange juice, 
■ And grenadine 1 ■ 

ta*> comb Mni [L, f r- ter; akin to Ok & Skt tris three times, L tres three 
« — more at three] : three times * threefold : three </crcentenary> 
tern* comb farm fISV, fr, Ok terat* t teras monster} : trillion <towatt> 
terabyte \Her-a- f bit\ n (1982) : a unit of computer Information storage 

Capacity rfqual to about one trillion bytes; specif ' 1,099411,627,776 

bytes 

tend \t*-*ri\ « [Karat lowland belt of India] (lSSS) f a 
' ' " n hat w< 



early English drama as a violent character 2 : an overbearlnf * 



double felt sun bat worn esp. hi subtropical regions 

teoaph Vter-af\ «, pi teM-piiim \^r-a- i rim\ [Web teraphim (pi, in form 
but ring, in meaning)! <14c) : an image of a Semitic household god 

terat- or tejrato- comb farm (Gfc, fir. feral*, «enu marvel, portent, mon- 
ster] : developmental malformation <teratogenlc> 

te»r*to«car>ct noma Ver^to-jkar-s s n-*6-ma\ ft (1946) : a ma l i g nan t 
teratoma; *s» : one m vol vm« gcrinhial cells of -the testis 

t&rato-g«n\ta- t ra-tH»D\KCJ959)i a teratogenic agent " 
! ter*avto*0ea^3ls \,ter^t»* , je-i»«sas\ n [NL] (1901) i production of de- 



up of a heter- 



teT^to-eeade \-*je-nik\ nd? (1879) : of, relating to, or causing develop- 
mental malformations sufastances> «ffects> — ter*a*<n-g^nh> 
My \-|»- , ni-sa-te\ ft 
«er44a4oe4teal ^ter-a-f^'a-ii kM\ or ter.**to4*«4c ViikA (1&S7) 
I In growth or structure 2 s of or relating to teratology 
r Vter-a-"ta-la-Je\ I* (ca. IS42) t the study of malformations 
Lviations from the normal type in c 

tir^Vo^ma^VcT^^o-m^X n [NLJ (1879) j a t 
ogeneous mixture of tissues 
tora-watt \*ter-a^wat\ rt (1970) : a unit of power equal to one trillion 

i^btam Vtar-b«-oui\ n [NL* fr. Ytterby, Sweden] (1S4*) ; a usu. trrva- 

- lent metallic element of the rare-earth group — see element table 
terce V«tars\ «, often cap (MB, third, terce more at tiercbI (14c) : the 

- third of the canonical hours 
ter*cel Vt*r-S3l\ var of tiercel 

ter-ceu-te n»*ry \ J tar-( 1 >seii-ne-n^re, ( a )mr. , sen-r*n-^j>e\ n, pi -lies 
(1855) : a 300th anniversary or its celebration — tercentenary adj 
' ter*cen>te&*ni-al V»r-G)sen-*tc-ne-<3l\ adj orn (1872) ; t~e rclniiin ar v 
ter«cet \*tar*sat\ J rr fit terzetto, fr. dim. of lerao third, fr. L/errnts — more 
■ ^t THIRD] (159S) : a unit or group of three lines of verse: a: one of the 
3^bne stanzas kk terza rima b : one of the two groups of three lines 



forming the sestet in an Italian sonnet 
ter-e-bbjih VHer-a-^lunf t)th\ft [ME terebytu, fr. MF terebinth*, fr. L tsre- 

binthus — more at TriR*E^nriNEj (14c) ; a small European tree (Pfcfa- 

cuf terebinth**} of the cashew family yielding turpentine 
te*re-do \ta- a ie-( 1 )do, -*ra-\ ft, pi teredos or te*r«d4-»es V*re-d*n-<eA 

fME, fr Lteredmr, teredo, fr. Ok teredan; akin to OKtemtmein to bote 

-^more at throw) (14c) s smdworh 

tei^phthal-ate Ver-s(f>*tha- l lat\ ft (1S68) j a salt or ester of terc- 
phthalic acid; esp : a dimethyt-ester that is a major starting material for 
- ■ polyester fibers and coatings 

tere^hoaMc acid \«ter-»(f> 1 tha-lik-\ n B$V Iterebene, mixture of ter- 
penes from distilled turpentine + phthaHc add] (1857) : a 
p^dicarboxyiic ackt QtrkO* that is obtained esp. by oxidation of xylene 

^ind is used chiefly in the synthesis of polyester 

te-ret* Va-Jret, leA cub* [L teret-, teres well turned, rounded; akin to L 



^ t tuff (1596) 5 OVERBEARING SHREWISH 

__r \*t3f-mar\ rt (1634) : a person serving for a specified t«rt? I 

; a political office or in prison) <a first ^> 
tnrHni-B8>ble Vtar-m^-na-bal, »twm-na-\<a** [ME, fr, termi*** *M 
nate, fr. MF terminer, fr. L terminare\ (15c) : capable of being % 
e<| — ter*mi»aa*bie*ncss n — ter'mlw4aty \4>le\ adv 
4er*ui-na1 Vtarnvoal, tar-m^-n*^ aeQ (L- terminate, ft. wrm/f 
1 a c of or relating to an end, extremity, boundary, or termw. 
pfUar> b : growing at the end of a branch or stem <a bud> 
relating to, or occurring in a term or each term <r^> r" " 
■i leading ultimately to death : fatal <~ cancer> c : . 
dose to death s being In the final stages of a fatal disease <a—| 
d s extremely or hopelessly severe <~ boredom> 3 a i OCCUIttL 
constituting the end of a period or series : CONCLU1MNO <4fcf * 
rments of life> b : not Intended as prepararlon for further 
work <a ^ curriculum> syn sec last — tea^D&fenaMy act* 
Hermmal n (1831) 1 : a part that forms the end : E&ciREMrnM 
nation 2 : a terminating usu> ornamental detail ; finial 3*t 
attached to the end of a wire or cable or to an electrical *j, 
convenience in making connections 4 a i cither end of a t „ 
having facilities for the handling of freight and passengers »U 
or passenger station that is central to a considerable area or aaf 
Junction at any point with other lines c t a town or dty at ffcf f 
carrier line : terminus 5 : a comt4nat|on of a keyboard i 
device fas a video display unit) by which data can be ctit< 
output from a computer or electronic communications s~ 
terminal leave « (1944) : a final leave consistiag of acc 
used leave granted to a member of the armed forces just priori 
ration or discharge from service ■ \ ' 

terminal side n (1927) : a straight line that has been rotated * 
point on another line to form an angle measured in a r 
counterclockwise direction — compare initial sob 
t fer«rai*aatc \*tar-ma-nat\ adj [MB, fr L terminates, pp. of ft 
terminus\ (15c) : coming to an end or capable of ending 
ter^nate V f nat\ vb naat-ed; «at4ng vi (1610) 1: tocxlefjf | 
a limit (as a point or line); esp : to reach a terminus 2 : to to 
ing 3 : to come to an end in time ^ vt la : to bring to am 

- a marriage by divorce> <r~ a transmission hne> h i 
conclusion of <review questions ^ each Cbapter> ' c - to a 
the employment of <workers terminated because of slow bu 
: to serve as an ending, limit, or boundary of syn see cLogg 
teraairiating decimal n (ca. 1909) : a decimal which can be e — 
a finite number of figures or for which all figures to the t' 
^ place are zero — compare wbfbaTWO decimal 
ter-mi-na tion \ t L>r-«i3-*na shan\ n (ca. 1500) 1 ; end in Ho 
tence : CONCLUSION <the ^ of Ufe> 2 : the last part of s i 
: an inflectional ending 3 : the act of te rm i n a tin g 4 adf 
or extent : bound 5 t outcome, result — 
V-shnal, ^sha-n*f\ adj 
ter-miwUve \*t3r-m^ l na-Uv\ ad} (15c) : I 
nate : ENDING — ter*miwtive-ly adv 
ter4ni.navtor \-,nfi-tor\ « (1770) 1 : the dividing line berwes* 
minated and the unilluminated part of the moon's or a plaMtl| 
: one that terminates 



ustL tapering at both ends <a ^ seedbod> 
fwess \*tir^yus, He-»rusV ft JL, fr, Gk T*reus\ s the husband of Procne 
who rapes his sister-in-law Philomela 

tertgite \tar^git\ n [NL tergum] (1885) : the dorsal plate or dorsal por- 
tion of the covering of a metameric segment of an arthropod; esp : one 
on the abdomen 

ier*gf.vcr*ate AHopj^var-^sat; ^tar-^i-var-tSat, -'gt-; .Ur-ja-VwA vi -sat- 
ed; -sat-ing: [L tergbn^satus, pp. of tergiversari to show reluctance, fr. 
fergum back +, wna» to turn, freq. of vertere to ..turn — more at 
worth] (1654) s to engage in tergiversation — tcr-gl-ver+sa*tor VaSa- 
tar\ n 

ter*gt*ver»sav.tioa ^tar^.ji-var-Sa-sha^ -^i-; itar-JMJvarA n (1570) 1 
i evasion of straightforward action or clear-cut statement : equivoca- 
tion 2 : desertion of a cause, position, party, or faith 

ter.gtttt* \Har-«om\ a, pt ter^ga VgA {NU fr. L. back] (ca. 1826) s the 
doreaf part or plate of a segment of an arthropod — ter-gal \-gol\ ad} 

ter-i-yatki \,ter^ Va^eVWlJpT f r. ^ ^ yafd broiljjJStt) : a Jap- 
anese dish of meat or fish that is grilled or broiled after being soaked in 
a seasoned soy sauce marinade . 

'term Vtornft n £ME terms boundary, end, fr. OF, fr. L terminus; akm to 
Ok termdn boundary, end, Skt tamum top of a post] (13c) 1 ■ : ent>, 
Termination; also i a point in time assigned to something (as a pay- 
ment) b x the time at which a pregnancy of normal length terminates 
<had her baby at full -> 2 a : a limited or definite extent of time; esp 
t the time for which something lasts : DURATION. TENURE <~ of of- 
fice> <lost money in the short ~> b : the whole period for which an 
estate is granted; also : the estate or interest held by one for a term c 
t the time during which a court is in Session 3 pi t provisions that de- 
termine the nature and scope of ah agreement : CONDITIONS of 
sale> <liberai credit < — s> 4 a i a word or expression that has a precise 
meaning in some uses or Is peculiar to a science, art, profession, or sub- 
ject <legal • — s> b pi - expression of a specified kind <described in 
glowing ■ — *y S a t a unitary or compound expression connected with 
another by a plus or minus sign b : an element of a fraction or proper* 
tion or ofa series or sequence 6pl a : mutual relationship : FOOTING 
<on good s> b : aqreement. concord <come to ~-s> % : any of 
the three substantive elements of a syllogism 8 : a quadrangular pillar 
often tapering downward and adorned on the top with the figure of a 
head or the upper part df the body 9 : division in a school year during 
which instruction is regularly given to students — ha terms of : with 
respect to or in relation to < thinks of everything in termt of money) — 
on one's own terms ? in accordance with one's wishes t in one's own 
way <p peters to live on his awn terms} 

Herm vt <ea 1537) : to apply a term to t call, name 

'ter ma gant \*ter-mo-gaat\ n [ME I I cap s * deity erroneously as- 
cribed to Islam by medieval European Christians and represented in 



\*tar-ma-*na4a4e\ n t pt -gies [ML terminuf t 
to rub — more at THROW] (ca. 1619) : approximately cylindrical pression (fr. boundary, hmit) + E -o- * ^gyj (1801) 1 : th* % 
■ or special terms used in a business, art, science, or special I 

-i nomenclature as a field of study — ter*ml*no4og4^cal W 
k^\ adj — fer>mi^io-logd*cal-ly \-ii-k(a-)lc\ adv 
term ttasuratftcen (1897) : insurance for a specified period thi 
Tor no payment to the insured except on losses during the % 
that becomes void upon its expiration 



VtoMna-nas\ », pt -ni \-»nT> -*ne\ or -aux-es 1L, b 
end — more at TERM] (ca. 1617) 1 : a final goal : a fuushlnf 
i a post or stone marking a boundary 3 ; either cad of a tr 
line or travel route; also : the station, town, or city at i 
: terminal 4 : an extreme point or element : tif <the ^- of| 
terminus ad ejuem \- a ad-*kwe m\ ji [NL, lit, limit to which] (cay 
; « goal, object, or course of action : DESTINATION, purposS ■! 
nal limiting point in time 

terminus a crno \-&-*kwo\ n [NU hL, limit from which] (ca. IS 
point of origin 2 t a first limiting point in time 
ter-mi-tar-t-nm \, tor-ma-*ter-e-Mn ( -,miA rt, pi *ia \-e-a\ [NLf f 

ti?^!Sry\4ar-m^tcr-e, -.mT-.ter-eA n t pi -tarries (1826) 1 1 



i \*t^r- 4 nut\ « [NL Termite Tames, genus of termites* 1 
worm that eats wood, alto-, of L tomtit*, tonnes; akin to Ok f 
to bore — more at THROW] (1781) : any of numerous pale-col 
bodied social insects (order isoptera) that, live In colonies t 
usu, of winged sexual forms, wingless sterile workers, and sofc 
on wood, and include some which are very destructive te \ 
structures and trees — called also white ant 
termJess \*term-fos\ adj (ca. 1541) 1 : having no term or end i 

LESS, UNENDING 2 r UNCONDITIONED, UNCONDITIONAL 

term paper n (1926) : a major written assignment in a school w\ 
course representative of a student's achievement during a tens | 

tern Vtam\ ft [of Scand origin; akin to Dan terne tern] (1678; if 
various chiefly marine birds (subfamily Sterninae of the family | 
and esp. genus Sterna} that differ from the related gulls in una f 
size, a more slender build, a sharply pointed bill, narrower i 
an* often forked tail 

ter*»a*ry Vtar-na-reA adj [ME, fr. L ternarius, fr. terni three <# 
to L tres three — more at THREE] (15c) 1 a : of, relating l*> I 
ceeding by threes b : having three elements, parts, or dxvniam | 
ranged jn threes <— ^ petals> 2 : using three as the base <* 
rithm> 3 a i being or consisting of an alloy of three element* 
relating to, or containing three different elements, atoms, r**" 
groups Sulfuric acid is a — acid> 4 : third in order or rank 

ter-nAte \*tar-,o£t, -nat\ adj [NL tematus, fr. ML, pp. of term** i 
ble, fr. L temil (1760) : arranged in threes or in subdivisi*** | 
ranged <a ^ leaf> — ier-natedy adv 



■ Vt9rn\ ft Iterneplate] (1891) 1 : an 
t * ratio of four to one that is used as 

$»Jr 2 : TERNE PLATE 

opiate \-,plat\ n [pi ob. fr. F terne duJ 
F f'fo(e] (ca 1 858) : sheet iron or steel 
i parts lead to one part tin 
*ne \*tar-,pen\ n [ISV terp- (fr. G Tet 
*it\a) + -ene — more at TURPENTINE 
hydrocarbons Ck^Hi^ found prescr 
iris^ and used esp. as solvents and in ot 
p ffu merous hydrocarbons (CjHb)^ foun 
^ " haisaras — ter»pene*les5 \-tas\ adj ■ 
l pc-\ adj or n 

in*e*ol Var- 4 pi-ne- r ci|, -iOl\ ft [ISV, ft. 
y of three fragrant isomeric alcohols 
'.n made artificially and used esp. in j 
t»l>*.mer \ i tM-»pa-la-niar\ n (1947) i a 
rc-sults from copolynaerttation of thr 
*lch.o.re \,tarp-*si-ksK*)re\ n [L, fr. 
r of dancing and choral song 
cho-re-an VtanKi^i-ka-Ve^n; -s^ 
itUting to dancing 

; i Vter-a\ n, pi leprae \-( t )e, - ( i\ fNL, I 
SMivcly light-colored highland areas on 

|*ace \*tcr-as\ n [MF, pile of earth. pl£ 
fr terra earth, fr. L, earth, land; i 
*f a\ THtRSTl (1515) 1 a z a colonnade 
i oof or open platform c : a relative! 
.imng a building 2 a : a raised embs 
<>iie of usu. a series of horizontal rid 
*w cultivatable land* conserve motstui 
ordinarily narrow plain usu. with & 
ur sea; also : a similar undersea feat 
nent* on raised ground or a sloping r 
: a strip of park in the middle of a s 
tfthrubs d : street 5 : a section of 

r for standing spectators 
**ce vt ter -raced; ler< racking (1615) 
Jkirlside) with a terrace 2 : to make inf 
**^ot-la \,ter-a-*ka-t3\ n, often attri. 
Vjh| (1722) 1 ; a glazed or unglazed fire 
J v.tses and architectural purposes (as i 

utation) 2 : a brownish orange 
i llr-maX^fsr-ma also - l iir-\ n [NL, lit. 
j^ut ground 

W+ln Vta-'ran also te-\ n IF. land, groun< 
|Tf "f L terrenum, fr. neut. of terrenvs o 
1 a ( 1 ) : a geographical area (2) : 
. liy&icaJ features of a tract of land 2 
Kludge or interest : territory b : £ 
iln^cog-nidaVter-o-^n-.kag-'ne-ta, -i 
raJ-fae vter^i-iin-tkag^ne-.ti, -in-'kag- 
oiy : an unexplored country or field 
^r*-my-cbi Vjter-a-^mt-s'nV trademark - 
<ic \ta-'ran, te-\ n [alter, of terrain] (1 
ivhich a particular rock or group of 

l pin. X'ter-a-pan, *t^rA tt (of AJgon- 
y\ origin; akin to Delaware (dial, of 
York) td'!pe'w r a kind of turtle) 
%M : any of various aquatic turtles 
ly Emydidae); esp z OIamondback 

^ue-ous Vte^ra-kwe-ss, ta-, -*ra-\ adj 
*f</ land + E a£nieous\ (ca. 1658) : con- 

of land and water 
►■|. urn Us-'rar-e-sun, -*rer-\ «, pi >ia 
<>r -i-umv fN|_ y f r l terra + -ariurn (a 
Mi ent enclosure for keeping or rais 
*% turtles) indoors 

r-/.o Vta-'ra^^zfi, -* r a(-( ( )s6\ n [It, Lit, : 
x* j 1 1 897) ; a mosaic flooring consisting 
set in mortar and given a high poti 
x*w \te-Ven, X9-\ 'ter ^enV adj [ME, fr. 
jfSjSl i 14c) ; MUNDANE, EARTHLY 

: tt (1667) : a land area : Earth, te; 
t?f-pEein Vtcr-3-,plan\ n [MF, fr. Olt ter, 
|»-r« plenus filled with earthl (1591) : ti 
» k .i rampart where guns are mounted 
h-tri*al Ma-'res-t(r)e-3l; -Tes-chal, -'re 
l&nn earth — more at TERRACE] (15c] 
ii its inhabitants <~ magnetism> b 
t-ROSAJC 2 a : of or relating to land 
! ,msportation> b (I) : living on or i 
s > (2) : of or relating to terrestrial or 
gfeffiK io the class of planets that are like 
$*tr composition) <the • planets Mei 
(rial n — ter-res>tri*aidy adv 
-.'ler'atV n [ME turette, alter- of rar&t 
ring — more at TVRN| (15c) : one 
■« pad through which the reins pass 
|tf hie Vter-^balV adj {ME, fr. MF, fr, L 
more at TERROR I (15c) 1 a : ejeciti} 
ii-RHJFYTNO b : formidable in naru 
^ ■ c : difficult <in a ~ bind> 2 ; 
nhnent> 3 : extremely bad: as a ; 
■■ .i ~ smeil> b : notably unattract 
^'tir quality <a ~ movie) — ter-ri-bl 

■ii-Ious Vte-'ri-ka^las, adj [L tern 
* i-olere to inhabit — more at whEEI 
? |r..und 



